Service for the Worship of God
First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022
Prelude

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (BWV 645)

Welcome

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us worship God!

Introit

I Wanna Be Ready

J. S. Bach
(1685 - 1750)
Rev. Katherine A. Stanford

Spiritual

Preparing to Hear God's Word
Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Representing our heritage of members of 50 or more years of membership: Martha Gibson and Dave Heiby
The world says, “All is lost.”
God says, “All is loved.”
The darkness says, “The light is dying.”
The light says, “The fire is catching.”
Fear says, “Cover your eyes and your ears.”
Hope says, “Wait, watch, and listen.”
As we light our first Advent candle,
we pray for the hope only God can give.
Come now, O Child of Mary.
Come now, O Prince of Hope.

Hymn 107

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

REJOICE, REJOICE

Prayer of Confession
Holy God, we confess that we do not walk in your light. We study the ways of war and stray from the paths of
peace. By day, we waste your gifts; by night, we dishonor your name. Forgive us, deliver us, and awaken us to
your Word so that we may be ready to welcome you with joy. Hear now the prayers we bring to you in
silence…

Congregational Response 121

O Little Town of Bethlehem

ST. LOUIS

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tiding tell;
O come us; abide in us; our Lord Emmanuel!

Assurance of Pardon
Act of Praise

Angels We Have Heard On High

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

God's Word to Us
Scripture Lessons

Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44

Anthem

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning

arr. André Thomas
(b. 1952)

Time with Children

Priscilla Andre-Colton
May God be with you there.
May God be with us here.
May God be with everyone, everywhere. Amen.

Hymn 104

VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

Sermon

Swords into Plowshares

Dr. Robert R. Laha

Our Response to God
Affirmation of Faith

adapted from A Declaration of Faith, 1977

God sends us to work for peace. God has brought out of the horrors of warfare the judgment and deliverance
of nations. Yet the Lord has condemned the atrocities of war and warned us not to trust in military might. The
Prince of Peace does not bring in his rule by force. The Lord is moving toward the time when nations will not
learn war anymore.
We affirm that God is at work here and now when people are ashamed of the inhumanity of war, perceive the
threat of annihilation that hands over the human race, and seek other ways of settling international disputes.
We believe God sends us to minister to people on all sides of war: the victims, the participants, and those who
in conscience refuse to participate. It is our duty to attack the causes and roots of wars, to unmask the idolatry
that places national security above all else, and to urge all nations to devote the resources, intelligence, and
energy that have gone into making war to making peace.

Invitation to Discipleship
Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come

Paul Manz
(1919-2009)
OLD HUNDREDTH

Doxology 607
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all creatures here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Hymn 350

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

KEEP YOUR LAMPS

Charge and Benediction
Choral Response
Postlude

Advent Amen
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

W. Matney
Martha Sobaje
(b. 1948)
Congregation reads the "bold" text

Please stand as you are able

Music Notes
On this first Sunday of Advent, our music helps us enter into a season of waiting for Christ in the darkness. We
hear two pieces inspired by the Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13), a parable that reminds us to stay
awake and prepared for the Lord’s arrival. Bach’s chorale prelude (Wachet auf) uses the Lutheran hymn based
on this parable as its main theme. The spiritual “Keep Your Lamps” places the choir in the role of the parable’s
storyteller, reminding listeners to prepare themselves for Christ’s coming, since “the time is drawing nigh.” The
remaining choral pieces, a Spiritual and an Advent motet, both draw on texts from Revelation to keep the focus
on preparation for the coming of Christ. And finally, today’s postlude harkens to our Scottish heritage with a
bagpipe-inspired setting of the Advent hymn “On Jordan’s Bank.”
Our Guest Organist is Laura Henderson who has focused on sacred music and undergraduate student formation
for over fifteen years. She holds a BA in French and music from The College of William and Mary and an MA
in sacred music and culture from Georgetown University.

Today
To receive regular prayer updates, email Vicki, vstones@opmh.org.
Duty Elder is Chris Pommerer and Duty Deacon is Karen Waller.
Today's flowers are arranged by Terri Beam.
Join us in the churchyard for fellowship time following worship hosted by the Deacons.
Live worship today is available at 11:00 AM at opmh.org/livestream.
Assistive listening devices and large print hymnals are available in the Narthex. Ask an usher for assistance.
Recordings are available at vimeo.com/showcase/opmh.

Upcoming
Sundays:
9:15 AM-12:15 PM, Childcare for infants and toddlers in the Nursery (Room 14 – Education Building).
9:30-10:45 AM, Children's Sunday School begins with music in Heaven, top floor of Education Building.
9:30-10:45 AM, Adult Education is a hybrid model with in-person class in Heritage Hall and Zoom. *NEW LOCATION
Contact Mary Pratt Perry, mpratt@opmh.org, for Middle School and High School Youth Group schedule.
Looking into the Lectionary, Thursdays at 10:00 AM on zoom, Linda, lindall3@comcast.net
Advent Wreath Making, Sunday, November 27, 9:30 AM, opmh.org/advent
Noonday Noëls, Wednesdays, November 30, December 7 and 14, 12:05 PM, opmh.org/events
Scottish Walk Parade and Open House, Saturday, December 3, opmh.org/events
Greens Dedications, due by December 11, opmh.org/2022greens
For a complete listing of weekly and upcoming events, visit opmh.org.
Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who has submitted a financial pledge. If you haven’t yet made a commitment, we invite you to join us. There’s
still time! You may place your pledge card in the offering plate on Sunday, mail your pledge card to the church office, or pledge online
at opmh.org/pledge. Thank you!

Interim Pastor Search Committee
The Interim Pastor Search Committee (Mary Hill, moderator, Brian Comey, Sandy Davis, Art Guarinello, Kait Murphy, and Carol
Stalun) continues to welcome your ideas and suggestions regarding candidates to serve as Interim Pastor. You may email them at
Interim@opmh.org.

The OPMH Nominating Committee to Nominate a Pastor Nominating Committee
The current OPMH Nominating Committee (Dana Chipman, moderator) will begin the process of selecting a Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC), to be elected by the congregation. The PNC will be responsible for the search to identify an installed Pastor/Head of
Staff. Please email any suggestions for candidates to serve on the PNC to Dana (dchipman@fjc.gov) or Susan (smgrandy@gmail.com).
Include information affirming why you have suggested this leader. Candidates must be an active member in good standing, preferably
with a strong familiarity with our polity and theology.

Session Update: Chancel
Thank you to everyone who submitted questions and shared ideas and concerns regarding changes to the chancel. We appreciate your
input and look forward to working together as we continue to grow our church in faith and mission. For more info on our next steps,
please visit opmh.org/chancelupdate.

Ways to Give
1. Leave your offering in the offering plates.
2. Give online at opmh.org/give or snap the QR code at right.
3. Text opmh to 73256
4. Mail a check to 323 S. Fairfax St., Alexandria, VA 22314.
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