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For I Know the Plans I Have for You 
Sheila Walsh 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” — Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 

Have you ever found yourself at the end of a day thinking,“I had no idea when I woke up 

today that by tonight my life would have changed  so much”? Perhaps you just discovered 

that you are going to be a mom, or perhaps you heard the doctor say, “Your cancer is 

back.” One day can definitely change the landscape of a human life. 

Think of Moses standing before the burning bush, or Mary learning she was pregnant by the 

Holy Spirit. What about Noah being given the assignment to build an ark bigger than a 

football field, or Simon Peter being called from his career as a fisherman to be an itinerant 

preacher? Then there was the shepherd David chosen to be king of Israel and the 

Christian-killing Saul chosen to be the amazing preacher/evangelist/church 

planter/theologian Paul. 

These are dramatic examples of God’s life-changing power, a power we encounter in 

quieter moments as well . . . such as when he comes alongside to calm our worries, to 

remind us of his faithfulness, to shine his guiding light into the darkness of our confusion, to 

touch our hearts with hope when circumstances seem hopeless, to whisper to us of his 

love. Even a gentle touch from the Father can change the landscape of our life. 

What day in your life, if any, came to mind as you read the first paragraph of today’s 

devotional? Describe what happened and what made that day so significant. 

Sometimes instead of changing our circumstances, God changes our hearts. When have 

you experienced that kind of his work in your life? Thank God for it. 

A Prayer for The Week Ahead: 

Lord, I don’t need drama; I just need you. Help me to rest in your promise that your plans for 

me are plans for good—and help me to follow your lead and cooperate with your Spirit as 

those plans unfold. 

 

https://www.faithgateway.com/author/sheila-walsh/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029:11&version=NIV&src=tools#_blank


Four Heart Attitudes for Giving 

BY RICK WARREN 

“You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in 
response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” (2 Corinthians 9:7 
NLT). 
 
How do you have the attitude God wants you to have when you give? It starts with your 
heart. God is a lot more interested in your willingness to give than your wealth, because 
he’s interested in what’s happening in your heart when you decide to give. 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “You must each decide in your heart how much to give. 
And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives 
cheerfully’” (NLT). This verse talks specifically about four key heart attitudes you should 
have when you give. 
 
1. Give thoughtfully. Don’t give impulsively. The most spiritual kind of giving is when you 

think about it and pray about it and make up your mind about it. Why? Because we plan 
anything that’s important in our lives. God wants your giving to be important and 
meaningful in your life. 

2. Give enthusiastically. Don’t just say, “I have to give! If I don’t give, God’s going to hit me 
with lightning or something.” Give because you know God’s going to do something big in 
your heart when you become a generous person. 

3. Give voluntarily. Anytime you’re pressured by a person to give, don’t give. God’s not 
going to bless it anyway. But every time you feel challenged by God to give, you’d better 
give. 

4. Give cheerfully. Give with joy! One of the Greek words for offering is the word 
“hilarious.” God wants you to enjoy giving to him and to others. 
 

Sometimes it’s a challenge to be cheerful when God’s challenging you to give. Whenever 
you feel that way, just remind yourself of the benefits of what God wants to do in your 
heart: It creates community. It defeats materialism. It strengthens your faith. It’s an 
investment for eternity. It blesses you in return. And it makes you more like God. 

 



What Is Sacrificial Giving? 
Paul Tautges 

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not 
as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God 
to us. (2 Cor. 8:1-5) 

Here are some simple observations: 

• The personal experience of God’s grace in salvation led to generosity. Their 
generous giving was then referred to as a specific “grace of God.” 

• Sacrificial giving was a source of “abundant joy.” Jesus said, “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

• They continued to give generously, even when their checkbook balance and net 
worth said they were crazy. Even in “poverty” they “overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity.” 

• Grace produces a desire to give more, thus creating personal initiative. They 
were “begging” the apostles for more opportunities to give. 

• Sacrificial giving of their finances resulted from the offering of their lives and 
bodies to God as a living sacrifice. “They first gave themselves to the Lord.” 

Hindrances to Generosity 

• Heart hindrance: If our hearts and lives have not been surrendered to God as a 
living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1-2) then generous giving will always be an inner 
struggle of the will. When our life is surrendered to God then our money comes 
along with it. 

• Love hindrance: If we love the world and the things in the world then our love for 
God is superficial (1 John 2:15-16). 

• Debt hindrance: According to the Federal Reserve’s latest numbers, the average 
American household carries over $137,000 in debt. Of that, $16,000 is on credit 
cards. Therefore, we should ask ourselves, “What would the freeing up of that 
money mean for our families and our churches?” What of the interest alone? 
What ministry involvement and spiritual blessings are we saying No to because 
of being handcuffed to our creditors? 

What is sacrificial giving? 

Sacrificial giving is giving beyond our means. It’s no secret that we are part of a 
generation known for living beyond our means. What would happen if we all determined 
to change one letter in that phrase? From living beyond our means to giving beyond our 

https://counselingoneanother.com/author/paul/


means? Let me say it this way: If your giving to the Lord does not hurt, or infringe upon 
the comfort level of your lifestyle, then it’s not sacrificial. If your giving does not stretch 
you, and stress your faith, then it most likely is not sacrificial. If you’re unwilling to take 
the risk of stretching your faith then your spiritual growth will be stunted, and eventually 
your faith muscle will atrophy. 

This week, take some time to meditate on 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, and ask the Lord to 
work in your heart. Ask him what changes you need to make to your lifestyle and 
financial stewardship. 

 



Provide for one’s own family. 

1 Timothy 5:8 – Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their 
own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

Paul places a high premium on the provision for family.  Of course, different cultures will 
set ‘household’ and ‘relative’ markers in different places, but the fact remains we do 
have a God-ordained responsibility to provide the needs of our family.  It is hard to be 
involved outside of your home if your home is in shambles.  Even when it comes to 
church leadership, Paul calls us to use the management in our homes as an indicator of 
our ability to manage the people of God (1 Tim. 3:4). 

Support the preacher and the local church. 

Galatians 6:6 - Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share 
all good things with their instructor. 

1 Cor. 9:11 - If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a 
material harvest from you?  

In our day and age, most churches have overhead -- the heat and air conditioning does 
need to be paid.  The building needs to be cleaned.  Those of us who are members 
ought to carry our part of the responsibility for the local church. 

Work of proclaiming the gospel. 

Philippians 4:15-16 - Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your 
acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared 
with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in 
Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. 

Acts 13:2-3 - While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they 
had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 

Meeting Physical Needs. 

Galatians 6:10 - Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

Galatians 2:10 - All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the 
very thing I had been eager to do all along. 

Much of the giving and collecting of money in the New Testament was collected to help 
the Jerusalem Christians.  As a family of believers, we have an obligation to our 
brothers and sisters who suffer through hunger and famine. 
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