
Welcome

Preparing to Hear God's Word

December 8, 2019

Second Sunday of Advent

8:30 and 11 a.m.

Service for the Worship of God

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us worship God!

We invite you to still

your hearts and minds

during the Prelude in

preparation for

worship, praying:

 

God of power, may

the boldness of your

Spirit transform us,

the gentleness of

your Spirit lead us,

and the gifts of your

Spirit be our goal

and our strength.

Amen.

Prelude Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen, op. 122, no. 8 Johannes Brahms
1833–1897

Call to Worship and
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

A voice cries out in the wilderness:

"Prepare the way of the Lord."

A choir sings in the silence,

"Come, Emmanuel."

Every valley shall be filled.

Every heart shall be made whole,

for peace is stronger than turmoil,

and love is louder than hate.

 

As we light our second Advent candle,

we pray for the holy peace of God.

Come now, O Child of Mary.

Come now, O Prince of Peace.

Hymn of Praise 87 Comfort, Comfort Now My People genevan 42

Please turn off all

cellphones. We ask

that no photos be

taken during the

service.

Stand as you

are able.

Introit Anonymous
c. 1400

Conditor alme siderum
Translation may be found at #84 in Glory to God

—7th-century vespers hymn for Advent

8:30 a.m. Youth Group

11 a.m. Gita Maitra and Liam Shannon

Silence



Congregational Response 121
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

O Little Town of Bethlehem st. louis

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Passing the Peace
Stand, as you are able, and greet your neighbors, saying, "The peace of Christ be with you."

Respond by saying, "And also with you."

God's Word to Us
Anthem

Act of Praise 113 Angels We Have Heard on High gloria

Prepare the royal highway
—Text from Frans Mikael Franzen (1772–1847)

Swedish carol, arr. Timothy Shaw
b. 1976

Assurance of Pardon

Isaiah 11:1–10

Matthew 3:1–12

Scripture Lessons Pew Bible, pp. 602–603

Pew Bible, pp. 2–3

Dana Chipman, Lay Reader 8:30 a.m.

Jerry Stalun, Lay Reader 11 a.m.

Hymn of Preparation 96 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry winchester new

Prayer for Illumination

Dr. Robert R. LahaWhile We Are WaitingSermon

Time with Children
Following the children's time, children in kindergarten through 3rd grade are invited to attend Bridges to Worship.

Childcare is available for younger children on the first floor of the Education Building.

11 a.m.

Leader

Congregation

Leader

Children

And as our children depart for Bridges to Worship, we say ...

May God be with you there.

And the children say ...

May God be with you here.

Prayer of Confession
    Christ is coming; his kingdom is drawing near. We cannot remain unchanged. As we prepare the way for

the Prince of Peace, help us abandon wayward wanderings and return to faithful paths. We have neglected to

plead the case of the poor and ignored the needs of the afflicted. We have denied our part in systems that

oppress, and turned a blind eye toward injustice.

    Renew our minds and transform our hearts, that our lives might bear the fruit of compassion and care.

Baptize us with your Spirit, and claim us again for your holy work, until you come in glory. Hear now the

prayers we bring to you in silence …



Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Christ, all creatures here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Doxology 607 old hundredth

Offertory Michael Praetorius
1571–1621

Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen
Translation may be found at #129 in Glory to God

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Prayer of Dedication

    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All Communion bread is gluten-free and the cup is juice so that all may come to the table. The ushers will invite

you to come to the table. Receive the elements by intinction (take a piece of bread and dip it into the cup). Return

to your pew by a side aisle. If you wish to receive communion in your pew, please let an usher know.

8:30 a.m.

Liturgy

Sanctus 562 (sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Ritual of Friendship and Invitations to Discipleship

    The Lord's care sustained the people of Israel. God gave them a land where they could celebrate God's goodness. The

Lord established their kingdom and promised a ruler from the line of David to reign in justice and peace. When God's

people worshiped the gods of the land, when they put their trust in military alliances, when they failed to do justice and

oppressed the poor, God sent the prophets to condemn their sin and to call the people back to obedience.

    We declare God's goodness and justice. God has blessed us beyond our deserving. When we forget the Lord and

worship our possessions, when we fail to deal justly with the poor, when we seek security no matter what it costs others,

we can expect God's judgment upon us.

Adapted from A Declaration of Faith, 1977Affirmation of Faith
Our Response to God



Postlude

Notes from the Director of Music
Familiar music fills our space on the Second Sunday of Advent: the

Christmas Hymn "Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen" ("Lo, how a rose e'er

blooming") will be heard in Johannes Brahms' organ setting that

disguises the melody by adding chromatic alteration and by slowing it

down; and in the original setting by Renaissance composer Michael

Praetorius, which treats the first verse in a clever canon after the chorale-

style version seen in our hymnal. Then, you'll hear a popular Swedish

carol (translated in our hymnal as "Prepare the way, O Zion," though

today's anthem-version takes a slightly different wording) in a lively

version by contemporary Lutheran composer Timothy Shaw, and again

as the basis for today's postlude. For the introit, you'll hear one of the

earliest motets for multiple voices that alternates the hymn tune (found

at #84 in Glory to God) with a setting in fauxbourdon—a medieval

practice of adding harmonies to a melody in thirds and sixths. This

practice continues to this day, in, of all places, bluegrass and folk music.

 

Today's Leaders
Duty Elder: Jim Lettenberger

Greeting Deacon: Anne Fischer

Flower Arrangers: Judi Elmore and Anna Davis

Sound: Rich Walker 8:30 a.m. | Skip Bea 11 a.m.

Notes for Visitors

We encourage you to speak with an usher or to visit

opmh.org to learn more about our congregation.

 

From September–May, we hold worship at 8:30 and 11

a.m., with education classes for all ages at 9:30 a.m.

 

Childcare for children under four is available in the

Education Building from 8:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Please

ask an usher for directions.

Please remain in your pews until the postlude begins.

Charge and Benediction

Choral Response 

Improvisation on a Swedish Carol

Amen Franz Schubert

Steven Seigart
b. 1990

Hymn of Dedication 163 Wild and Lone the Prophet's Voice aberystwyth

Symeon Shimin
Contemporary Justice and the Child (1940)


